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Abstracts 
Walking can be an enjoyable experience but it is not encouraged in Hong 
Kong because of the existing rigid urban settings and polluted enviromnent. 
Personally, I interpret most densely populated districts in Hong Kong as 
containers holding up exciting events and people within are subjected to 
pressure unconsciously. 
My project aims to release people from the above mentioned environment. 
The design in my project try to improve the urban walking experience by 
proposing an above-ground pedestrian system connecting different nodes in 
a dense urban area, such as the selected district: Mongkok. The concept is to 
design a diving linkQ pedestrian links equipped with 叩propriate programs, 
enhance desired walking experiences and encourage participatory events. In 
addition, the project also helps resolving the existing problem on pedestriaa 
street crossing. 
The final design comprises of two pedestrian bridges that are fully inte-
grated with proposed buffer programs linking the existing Mongkok KCR 
station to the Mongkok downtown. Two masses are visually floating in the 
sky and people inside are uplifted from those restrictions and confinement. 
My intention is that people can freely choose their ways: to move or take 
rest; to experience the city beat or expose to the nature; to interact with 
others or to think individually. 
In my mind, walking freely and safely with participation of events in a 
nonlimited locality are the ultimate and the ideal walking experiences. This 
is what I call: 
living link 
ONE Issues and Responses 
Issue of walking 
I like walking because it is a dynamic activity 
during which people receipts or avoids the h叩-
pening of events. It is a process within which 
people executing their choices, fulfilling their 
wishes and directing their ways. Therefore, a 
well-designedd environment for walking with 
appropriate programs really helps people 
relaxing, experiencing the surrounding and 
communicating with others. Generally, I in-
terpret walking serving the following essences: 
a) functional objective: to assess to needs and 
approaches to destination. 
b) as bodies moving from location to location, 
people can view, hear, experience and think 
from various viewpoints and directions. 
c) walking exists in different modes: it can be 
as hurry as rushing to work or as leisure as 
walking in the early morning before work; 
people can employ walking as a mean to ful-
fill other activities such as shopping or treat 
walking itself as a particular exercise and 
experience. 
d) walking is sensitive to physical barriers such 
as levels, laadsc^es and boundaries as well as 
surrounding atmosphere affected by events and 
quality of spaces. 
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Therefore, an enjoyable walking is the result 
of (1) clear and legible routes; (2) environment 
which is safe and free from obstacles (3) the 
exposure to view, the nature and fresh air; (4) 
events h叩pening alongside enhancing 叩pro-
priate atmosphere and to create rhythms to the 
overall walking experience. 
.多 




We should have choice to stop and participate 
events in the course of walking. 
' > -'v., 
Exposure to view, daylight and fresh air. 
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Urban boundaries such as roads, building and rail-
ways enclose the urban area and let pressure gen-
erated within it. 
Situation in Hong Kong 
In Hong Kong, we find exciting and fascinat-
ing street activities everywhere. Indeed, it is a 
wonderful experience when we walk around 
busy streets in Hong Kong as she always dis-
plays herself in an energetic and fascinated 
ways. Pedestrian, vehicular traffic and mass 
transportation systems merge together in an in-
tegrated mode. Various kinds of activities and 
events happen simultaneously; they are hard to 
be fully comprehended and distinguished but 
we have already been dissolved within them 
as well. 
In fact, space is inadequate and physical envi-
ronment is not comfortable for people to walk 
freely and healthily in most districts of Hong 
Kong. Firstly, polluted air and noise by vehicles 
are tr^ped within this dirban containerDwith 
masses: buildings closely packed with each 
other. Actual physical spaces allowed for pe-
destrian are always limited due to the old stan-
dard width of pedestrian path of 3.5m. In 
addition, the uncontrollable growth of street 
businesses further messes the streets Ebondition 
up to the current status. As a result, pedestrians 
are forced to rush in fast pace and the extent 
to view, to hear, to communicate and to orien-
tates during walking are adversely affected. 
Thought the environment and atmosphere of 
our busy city is full of problems, we adapt to 
it. 
\ \ 
Aerial view of Mongkok: urban fabric is dissected 
and defined by rigid streets and building masses: 
peoples experience like running inside a labyrinth. 
Activities and events happened inside those 
areas are always commercial orientated. They 
are attractive but only require people respond-
ing them in a fast, direct and passive way，i.e. 
to make a commercial deal. Therefore, we can 
not expect people stay inside those areas can 
experience relaxation, leisure and mental 
adjustment. They spend time and fulfill their 
desire but in return, they are much exhausted 
and less contented. 
The paradoxical situation is: dense urban ar-
eas in Hong Kong can be treated as an enclosed 
container holding up events and allowing rich 
experiences, but at the same time, delimiting 
human senses, behavior and thinking. We can 
assert that the material quality of lives in Hong 
Kong is always upgrading but we are forced 
to adapt some defined living pattern and con-
fined by some inhuman physical conditions. 
In turns, people living in urban area are with-
standing great pressure unconsciously. 
Some 印 propriate ways of releasing such pres-
sure are necessary. Walking as action ofmove-
ment help breaking through the physical re-
striction and dissolving any delimitation to 
human being, we believe it is one of those 
ways. 
Responses and Goals 
Responding to this situation, any improvement of the spatial environment 
should aim as releasing people from those confined living pattern and ad-
verse conditions. Therefore, the main concern of my project is not to pro-
duce a piece of architecture with defined functions and usage (a process of 
addition intensifying the problem) but instead, the program of my proposal 
is to create alternatives and sidetracks (a process of distraction diluting the 
adverse effects) for human B action, wishes and choices. By architectural 
solution, peoples attention are drawn away from those exciting and facinating 
urban elements and encouraged to participate into relaxing events and new 
directions. 
In this connection, I choose WALKING as the main theme to excercise the 
above direction for program development because walking, as a necessary 
activity in everyday lives, links up human desire with physical spaces; repre-
sents choices of people and indicates their action followed. During the course 
of an enjoyable walking, people really step into the status of freedom, relax-
ation and innovation. Thus, pressure generated inside a rigid urban fabrics 
can be reduced and distracted through the walking exercise. 
In a more specific terms, the goals of my project can be summarized as: 
(a) By the defining of a clear and direct pedestrian walking network, 
my project aims at resolving the actual physical problems on 
pedestrian walking such as congestion, safety, air and noise 
pollutions. 
In order to establish an efficient walking network, new walking route 
is necessary to penetrate through the existing urban rigid boundaries 
such as building and roads. Hence, an integrated design of walking 
network with architecture is a must. 
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(b) By the design of good quality walking environment, people set them-
selves free from those existing physical restrictions and confinement 
inside a dense urban district. In this sense, a good walking environment 
should be an ideal alternative to the existing one which provide addi-
tional choices, exposure and directions to human being. 
(c) The goal for the architectural program of this project is to encourage 
participatory events h叩pening along the course of walking. Those 
events should role as buffer and are complementary to the busy pedes-
trian lives in Mongkok. Through the active participation of these events, 
people modify their walking patterns themselves and hence, experience 
the real leisure. 
....locality is not delimited; the absolute, then，does not 
appear at a particular place but becomes a nonlimited 
locality; the coupling of the place and the absolute is 
achieved not in a centered，oriented globalization or 
universalization but in an infinite succession of local 
operations. 
Deleuze and Guattari 
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The orthgonal street pattern and the KCR rails 
form the strong physical edges to the district. 
Typical problems such as traffic congestion, 
pedestrian street crossing and pollution are 
common phenomena in Hong Kong. 
TWO Background & Research 
Research Process 
The objective of this research is to define limi-
tations and potentials for the later site selection 
and program development processes. It com-
prises of four parts: (1) confining research 
boundary and in my case is to define the re-
search district. (2) analyzing the existing situa-
tion of the selected district and the focus of the 
analysis is based on those problems on pedes-
trian walking. (3) discovering possible design 
opportunities on improving pedestrian walking 
in the selected district. 
(1) Mongkok as selected district 
Mongkok is selected as my projects focal dis-
trict because: 
(a) It serves the similar urban characteristics 
as mentioned in Part 1. 
(b) It owns actual physical problems on pe-
destrian walking such as traffic congestion, 
frequent accidents on pedestrian crossing, 
air and noise pollution, which well repre-
sent the typical situation of most dense dis-
tricts in Hong Kong. 
(c) It offers special potential and needs on the 
improvement of pedestrian walking espe-
cially for the connection between the KCR 
station and the Mongkok down town. 
(d) The Government had carried out studies 
on the problems of pedestrian flow in 
Mongkok. Those studies offer me hints and 
directions to my project. 
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(2) Analysis of Mongkok 
The historical evolution of the Mongkok B 
urban fabrics is a process of superimposition 
mainly by the introduction of rigid traffic 
infrastructure. After the reclamation carried out 
in the late 19也 century, Mongkok formed her 
basic city shape in the 20s by the setting of 
orthogonal streets pattern. At that time, 
Conoation Road (the former Nathan Road), 
Argyle Street and the KCR railway started 
marking the territory of Mongkok and these 
territories is still in its function up to now. The 
introduction of the MTR and the electrifying 
KCR in the 1980s further reinforced the terri-
tory effect: Mongkok becomes an enclosed 
container holding up events but people within 
are subject to pressure unconsciously. 
The superimposition process continues after 
the completion of the West Kowloon reclama-
tion and the West Kowloon Expressway in the 
90s. Due to the proposed urban redevelopment 
programs by LDC and new supply of reclaimed 
lands, the r叩id development of Mongkok as a 
core commercial district in Kowloon is ex-
pected Together with the release of height re-
striction after the moving of the airport from 
Kai Tak, Mongkok will be developed and 
structured herself in a way affected mainly by 
both the inner intensive economic force and 
the outer rigid physical edges. 
Mongkok in 1863. No obvious rigid urban pat-
tern was found in Mongkokv at that time. 
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Main vehicular traffic 
Bus traffic 
Traffic for servicinc 
coimercial settings 
11 
(c) Existing pedestrian paths are narrow and 
ground level open spaces for pedestrian are 
very inadequate. The consequence is that 
people are forced to move in hurry or stay 
in enclosed air conditioned spaces. 
Besides the historical context, Mongkok pro-
ceeds the following characteristics: 
(a) Major vehicular flows along few main 
roads (Nathan Road, Argyle Road， 
Mongkok Road, etc.) form loops enclos-
ing and dissecting the human activities and 
movement within. 
(b) Proportion of land uses allocated for roads 
and infrastructure is relatively high, i.e. 
over 40% of the total land area. We can 
assert that priority of land uses is assigned 
on vehicular traffic first. The remaining 





(d) Buildings in Mongkok are closely packed and 
are mainly 50s-60s old residential blocks with 
canopies and advertising boards cantilevered 
out. Thus, illumination by daylight on pedes-
trian paths is relatively poor. Polluted air and 
noise generated by vehicles are easily tr^ped 
particularly at street level. Also, buildings al-
ways block pedestrian from distant views. 
(e) One major pedestrian flow is between the 
KCR station and the MTR station but the con-
nection between the two stations is inadequate 
and poorly designed. In addition, this major 
pedestrian flow is subjected to dissections by 
very busy roadS traffic at street level and the 
usual situation is that no safe and efficient 
pedestrian roads crossing can be guaranteed 






Pedestrian flow between KCR station and MTR 
station in Mongkok 
2 1 1 
Remarks: (1) the pedestrian road crossing across the Argyle is extremely 
intensive 
(2) the problematic road crossing across the Yim Po Fong Street 
is mainly due to the flow to and from the KCR station. 
Diagram showing the patterns of pedestrian road crossing in Mongkok 
3 1 1 
\ 響 
5 
Concerning the above weaknesses and the ex-
isting settings of Mongkok, we find that the 
improvement on the existing pedestrian system 
in Mongkok is difficult because: 
(a) Mongkok as a mature, complicated and 
dissolved urban organism, any intensive in-
tervention may probably destroy the ex-
isting energetic and dynamic characters of 
Mongkok. For example, the large scale re-
development at the old Bird Street of 
Mongkok by the Land Development 
Corporation, without considering the over-
all urban context, really bulldozed the 
original dynamic street culture and city 
images. 
S S I Mongkok is a dense populated district. However, her 
complex and energetic characters do not welcome 
intensive architectural intervention. 
The scale of redevelopment of Bird Street is too 
large 
14 
(b) No enough buffer spaces (such as land-
sc叩e zone or open spaces) can be found 
in Mongkok for a fundametal improve-
ment scheme. Because of limited space, 
project arrangements for any improvement 
schemes would be very complicated, time 
and cost consuming. 
(c) Pedestrianization is one mean to improve 
the case but the success depends mainly 
on managerial policies and vehicular 
c o n t r o l . On the other hand， 
pedestrianization would probably induces 
more people visiting Mongkok and 
whether this is improving the situation or 
raising more problems is still arguable. 
(d) Common consideration on project devel-
opment by developers and government is 
still on short term economic returns. Thus, 
they would conceive development cost for 
pedestrian movement at street level is not 
beneficial, particular at Mongkok with ex-
tremely high rental value of street level 
shops. 
Rental value of street level shops is extremely high. 
(e) Also, the utility services in Hong Kong 
are usually running under footpaths which 
present extra difficulties to any widening 
and rerouting work of the existing pedes-
trian network. 
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(3) Opportunities in Mongkok 
According to the above-mentioned situation and limitation, large-scale rede-
velopment on the old urban fabrics for the sake of an improved pedestrian 
system is not favorable in view of the possible lost of balance to the existing 
urban mechanism: street lives，traditional cultural values, habitual pedestrian 
flows，etc. Due to limited land resources, minor improvement work on exist-
ing pedestrian system such as widening of paths and modification of street 
crossing facilities would not help much or even intensify the existing con-
flict between traffic and pedestrian flows in the district. 
However, Mongkok has special advantage to develop an above ground pe-
destrian system because 
(a) The existing commercial activities of Mongkok at first floor are quite 
mature and are undergoing r印id growth, i.e. bookshops, hairdressing saloon, 
AV. shops, etc. These businesses have great needs for a more direct and 
convinient accesses to their shops. 
(b) The concourse of the KCR Mongkok station locates at 16m higher 
than the ground level of the down town and this fascinates the possibility of 
an above ground pedestrian system linking to the station. 
(c) An above ground system utilizes three dimensional spaces and in turns, 
reduces the conflict to the existing ground level system and minimize the 
impact from noise and air pollution from the street level vehicular traffic. 
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(d) The SAR Government had recognized the possibility of a network of 
pedestrian footbridges in Mongkok. Though the Governments proposal aims 
at resolving problem on pedestrian road crossing and without considering 
any integration to the existing urban fabrics, it demonstrates the feasibility 
of such above ground system positively. 
GRADE SEPARATED LINKS 
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Yellow: KCR station Red: Argyle Street Blue: Mongkok Road 
Government proposal of an above ground pedestrian bridges network in Mongkok 
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Furthermore, special development potential 
for a pedestrian system exists at the fringe 
of Mongkok especially along the KCR rails. 
This area offers particular geogr^hical advaa-
tage that it is adjacent to a more low dense resi-
dential district with better natural landsc^e and 
distant views. Besides, it also has the follow-
ing advantages: 
(a) It really improves the physical connec-
tion problem between the Mongkok MTR and 
KCR stations. 
(b) An architectural development at the 
fringe area would help to dissolve the existing 
physical edge formed by the KCR rails and 
the depot along Luen Wan Street and Yim Po 
Fong street. A better filtration of people and 
activities can thus be enhanced between the two 
sides of the rails. 
(c) The area can be utilized for peopleB 
refreshing, taking rest and communicating be-
cause it offers trees, better views and a much 
lower development density now. 
A strong edge formed by the existing KCR depot 
along Luen Wan Street. 
In conclusion，I consider it is feasible to de-
velop a pedestrian linkage system at the fringe 
of Mongkok, in particular linking the existing 
KCR station to the commercial zone of 
Mongkok. The linkage is a living link 
equipped with appropriate programs for 
peoples leisure and refreshing during the 
course of walking. 
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THREE Concept and Program 
Concept 
CLiving linkDis the main concept behind my 
design. Actually, the concept was initiated by 
few architectural possibilities in response to 
the situation of Mongkok, they are: 
(a) As mentioned Part 2，the possibility ofpe-
destrian waUdng above ground. This direc-
tion can generate extra walking space and 
induce new walking experience to 
pedestrian. 
(b) Furthermore, instead solely for functional 
purpose as in many pedestrian bridges in 
Hong Kong, pedestrian links equipped with 
appropriate programs, enhance desired 
walking experiences and encourage partici-
patory events, are suggested. It can be 
achieved by the integrated design of pe-
destrian system with architectural develop-
ments such as railway station，office and 
residential blocks. 
- f 
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Buffer programs can exist along the whole route 
of the links but nodes are centralized locations 
housing programs and access points. 
To describe the concept of diving link Din a 
macroscopic sense, it is a superimposition of 
an above ground pedestrian system to the whole 
district strategically. The system mainly con-
sists of three parts: links, nodes and access 
points. 
Links: prefabricated connection bridges usu-
ally span across congested streets, critical road 
crossing points and link to focal developments 
such as stations, government offices and pub-
lic plaza. 
Nodes: new developments act as generators of 
events and resources to those links. Locations 
of these nodes are selected so as to offer solu-
tion to the existing street crossing problem and 
consist of programs which induce events to the 
wallking journey within the system. 
Usually, it is expected that the funding for de-
velopment of links are generated from the com-
mercial returns of those nodes though in reality, 
government subvention is still necessary. 
Access points: entrances to the above ground 
pedestrian system. The ideal access points 
should be integrated to the existing buildings 
and new developments within those nodes. The 
underground shops development along the ac-
cess route to the Causeway Bay MTR station 
is a good example of such integration. 
Sites with buff^plCgi3il(some ； 
existing facilities) 
Existing open spaces 
；々- potential sites 
for redevelopment 
proposed linksl***""^  
Proposed strategies of the above ground pedestrian system in Mongkok 
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(c) A living link established at the fringe of 
Mongkok help reducing the pressure and 
tension within the district sharply enclosed 
by roads and railways. The link acts as a 
buffer, a mediator and a connector between 
the Sommercial Mongkok Dand the fflesi-
dential Mongkok • 
To testify my concept, the walking route be-
tween the Mongkok KCR station and the com-
mercial zone of Mongkok is defined as design 
target for my project because: 
(a) the amount of pedestrian flow of the route 
is extremely high and the existing connec-
tion marginally caters the need. 
(b) beautiful old Banyan trees are planted along 
the railways and they help a lot to the de-
sired atmosphere for pedestrian walking. 
(c) as mentioned in Part 2, the great level dif-
ference between the station concourse and 
the down town facilitates the establishing 
an above ground pedestrian connection. 
2 2 
Site Selection 
The result from Part 2 suggests potential sites 
can be selected along the KCR railway. Ac-
cording to the updated Mongkok Outline Zon-
ing Plan and the LDC redevelopment schedule 
of Mongkok, the following sites along KCR 
railway will be under redevelopment: 
site (1): the existing USD depot at Sai Yee 
Street 
site (2): the existing WSD office at Sai Yee 
Street 
site (3): the existing open carpark at Luen Wan 
Street 
site (4): existing residential blocks along Yim 
Po Fong Street (between Argyle Street & 
Nelson Street) 
site (5): the existing Queen Elizabeth Audito-
Site (3) the existing open carpark 
Site (4) the existing residential blocks site opposite 
to site (3) 
Site (1) & site (2) the existing USD depot and 
WSD office. 
Site (5) the existing Queen Elizabeth Auditorium 
3 2 
Site 1 existing USD depot 
existing buildings of 6 storeys 
high 






• existing WSD office 
• existing buildings of 2-6 storeys 
high 
• comer site abutted by busy 
Argyle Street & Sai Yee Street 
existing open carpark 
two old Banyan trees locate 
no permanent building there 
existing residential block of 50s 
one 14 storeys high block 
adjacent to the busy road 
crossing point at Yim Po Fong 
Street 
existing indoor stadium 
condition of the stadium is fair 
UW H 
Site map showing the five selected sites 
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Because the proposed development consists of pedestrian bridges, selected 
site(s) would be utilized either for vertical access points to the bridges, i.e. 
escalators, elevators, plant rooms, etc. and for the supported programs. Two 
major considerations for site selection are (1) the suitability as access points 
and (2) whether the site has needs on the improvement to the existing pedes-
trian facilities. 
The following table shows the comparison of the above five sites against the 
desired site selection criteria: 
Criteria Site I Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 
a. Land Use G/TC OU* OU幸孝 R(A) G/IC 
b. Suitability as access 
points 
fair (it is 
remote from 
the main flow 
of pedestrian) 




good fair ( it is 
remote from 
the main flow 
of pedestrian) 
c. Needs on the 
improvement to 
pedestrian facilities 
not much required required urgent need not much 
d. Surroundings adjacent to 
old Banyan 
trees 
view will be 











e. Time to develop the 
site 
very long (as 
it is occupied 
by USD now) 
very long (as 
it is occupied 


















OU. - tfie site has been assigned by the government as a multi-storey car park development. 
O U " - the site has been assigned as Railway Station Development under the control of KCRC 
5 2 
6 2 
sites not selected 
sites selected 
existing footbridge 
According to the criteria (b) and (c), sites (1) 
and (5) are not considered for this project. 
Consider criteria (a) and (e), site (2) is sub-
jected to more stringent development restric-
tions and thus, it is not preferred also. In 
conclusion, sites (3) and (4) are selected for 
this project because: 
(a) develop sites (3) and (4) together has the 
advantage of allowing pedestrian flow 
above the busy Argyle Street, i.e. minimize 
the problematic street crossing of pedes-
trian at Argyle Street. 
(b) similarly, provide access point at site (4) 
help resolving the street crossing problem 
at Yim Po Fong Street. 
In addition, site area is required at the KCR 
concourse podium (RD. level +22.5) as the 
KCRB reception point to the proposed above 
ground pedestrian system. The area opposite 
to the existing Government office building is 
preferred as this location also form the entrance 
to the future KCR development as illustrated. 
Furthermore, the existing footbridge spans over 
the Argyle Street is also considered into the 
total design of this project due to its physical 
linkage to KCR station and the historical value 
















Simply speaking, the program of my project comprises of three parts: 
(a) Linking bridges 
They form a direct and convenient connection between Mongkok KCR 
station to Argyle Street through sites (3) and (4). Besides, through the 
course of walking along these links, people can decide to: 
TAKE REST 
seating 
latidsc 叩 e 
reading 
refreshments 
(b) Access points 
They form interfaces between street activities and the above ground system. Appro-
priate locations and well integration with the existing and proposed programs are 
essential. For efficient handling of pedestrian flow, escalators would be used inten-
sively for vertical transportation. 
(c) Buffer programs 
Buffer programs serves two aims: it complements the deficiency of commimity fa-
cilities in Mongkok and provides some leisure activities for the working class. Also, 
they should be able to induce commercial returns for the benefits of the overall project 
A general survey to the existing community & leisure facilities in Mongkok had been 
carried out and it is concluded to provide the following buffer programs to my project. 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES LEISURE FACILITIES 
Day nursery 
-an urgent needs from the working 
class to leave babies when go out to 
work. 
Fittness centre 
- a trend for phyical fitness but it is 
seldom provided in Mongkok. 
- a financial viable program. 
Elderly day care centre 
-from statistics, a large proportion 
of people live in Mongkok are 
elderly. 
Open space for sport facilities 
-open space for small scale sport such 
as roller skating, Tai-chi and basketball. 
Rental office for social agencies 
- a trend of establishing self-financed 
social organizations in Hong Kong. 
- a fmaacial viable program 
Internet cafes 
- a trendy activities for working class 
to relax in a cafe or bar before home. 
- a financial viable program 
28 
Pedestrian flow along the existing footbridge con-
necting the KCR station during peak hours 
9 2 
FOUR The Project Program 
The Sites 
The first site (refer as site A thereafter) locates 
at the comer of Argyle Street and Yim Po Fong 
Street and now is occupied by an old post-war 
residential block of 11 storeys high. Site area 
is around 400 sq. It is a flat site at P.D. level 
+6.5. Other post-war residential blocks sit on 
its western and southern side. Pedestrian flow 
is always jammed up at the nearby pedestrian 
crossing point at Yim Po Fong Street because 
the existing access point for the pedestrian link 
to the KCR station situates just opposite the 
street. 
The second site (refer as site B thereafter) lo-
cates at the opposite side of the first site and 
now is utilized as an open car park. Site area is 
about 1800 sq. It is a sloped site and is sur-
rounded by Luen Wan Street on its northern 
and eastern sides. Two big Banyan trees are still 
healthily preserved there and they form the 
main focal point of this site. 
Also, the existing footbridge (P.D. level +13. 
25) between the concourse podium and Yim 
Po Fong Street has been an important connec-
tion to the KCR station for many years. It has 
conservation value for invoking memory to 
many people in Hong Kong and thus worth to 






The third site (refer as concourse podium) is 
the area opposite to the existing Government 
office building at the KCR concourse podium 
(RD. level +22.5). The area is actually a sus-
pended concrete podium deck over the KCRC 
Mongkok depot and is now used as open car 
park and EVA for the Government office 
building. Along the edge of the area is a cov-
ered walkway extending to the existing esca-
lator system connecting to the old footbridge. 
Government offices (Labour Department, 
Mongkok District Office，etc.) locate at the 
ground level of the Govermnent office build-
ing and attract people gathering around there. 
b r : 
- . 
The proposed site at the KCR concourse podium 
o 3 
Definition of the Route 
A logical and 卿ropriate definition of the route of the above ground pedes-
trian system is the critical decision to the project. However, a good defini-
tion is the result of the good location of the access points, i.e. the ways of 
directing people using the links. 
According to the pedestrian pattern at that area, the proposed access points 
are assigned as follow: 
Access iMmts Location Capacity Ways of directing pedestrian 
I concourse podium very high To and from the KCR station 
2 (at site A) Yim Po Fong Street West high To and from the residential district east 
of Nathan Road. 
3 (at site A) Argyle Street South very high To and from the commercial district 
around Argyle Street and MTR station. 
4 (at site B) Argyle Street North veiy high To and from the commercial district 
around Argyle Street and MTR station. 
5 (at old 
bridge) 
Yim Po Fong Street East medium To and from the residential district 
around Waterloo Road. 
In summary, the route of the proposed link comprises of two bridges: the 
first bridge (refers as bridge A thereafter) spans across the Argyle Street and 
links up two selected sites. The second one (refers as bridge B thereafter) is 
the connection between the KCR concourse podium and bridge A. Connec-
tion is provided also to the old footbridges. 
1 1 3 
The proposed access points: direction of pedestrian flow and catchment areas 
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Space Program 
Architectural programs are distributed at four main areas: (a) at the con-
course podium; (b) along two bridges; (c) site A and (d) site B. Due to limi-
tation of site area, buffer programs will not be allocated at site A and at the 
concourse podium but occupied by daily shops instead. Major buffer pro-
gram will be assigned to site B (few storeys at lower level) and two pro-
posed bridges. Also, spaces would be allowed at two bridges for the partici-
patory events such as performance art, community art exhibition, commer-
cial promotion and community function. To maintain the financial viability 
of this project, office spaces are assigned to site A. Upper storeys of site B, 
however, would be utilized as rental spaces for community agencies as of-
fice or functional spaces. 




2. rental spaces for commercial promotion 
and community function. 
3. waiting place with benches & l a n d s c ^ 
4. entrance to the "living link" 
5. plant rooms 
• together with existing govemment 
offices, it forms a plaza like 
environment. 
• existing car park should be 
reprovided，preferably at tlie site 
B. 
b. bridge A 1. mim-libiaiy or a large bookshop 
2. landscape garden with exhibition gallery 
3. shops 
4. escalators and elevators 
• the site offers views to the busy 
district and it is good to act as a 
node point during the whole 
walking exercise. 
• double-deck bridge is required for 
housing the desired spaces. 
c. bridge B 1. escalators and ramp systems for vertical 
connection to the concourse podium. 
2. rest point with boiches & landscape. 
3. widening to the old bridge and modifying 
the existing access point Yim Po Fong 
Street. 
4. plant rooms 
• due to limited of space and 
structural problems (will be 
discussed later), only waUcing 
facilities for functional purposes 
are provided. 
d. site A 1. two access points as mentioned before 
2. shops at ground level 
3. office lobby at 1 st floor 
4. office space 
plant rooms 
• shops at stre^ comer guarantee 
financial returns 
• the site is too small to develop an 
efficioit residential premise. 
e. site B skating rink 
internet cafes 
fitness center 
.rental spaces for community uses 
• it is a more quiet location with 
natural view for buffer functions. 
• the location is centra] to the future 
redevelopment of the existing 
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FIVE The Design 
Concept Development 
To implement the concept of diving linkDas 
mentioned in Part 3，my first idea is to have 
two identical rectangular tube-like bridges. 
Bridge locates at a higher level than bridge A 
and they are connected physically by escalators. 
The resulted architectural solution is technically 
and functionally feasible but the masses are too 
static and the resulted image is too monumen-
tal that do not help enhancing the desired at-
mosphere for walking. 
First scheme: two tubes rest at different levels form 
the vertical connection to the KCR concourse 
podium. 
The two tubes span over the Argyle Street: they 
are gigsnic and rigid. 
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Maintaining the proposed route and arrange-
ment on pedestriaa flow, the final architectural 
interpretation is to design two bridges with 
forms contrasting with each other as per the 
sketch below: 
Considering problems on structure, construc-
tion method and visual impact, this basic 
scheme was developed as follow: 
Different forms of bridges had been studied to con-
trast with the original proposed rectangular tube. 
The first tube (the red one) span over the Argyleroad 
while the other (the green one), with dfferent form, 
lies along the KCR railway. The yellow ring shows 
the connection between two bridges. 
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(1) Bridge A 
At bridge A, pedestrians are walking over the 
Argyle Street with busy traffic. Thus, a pro-
posed glazed enclosed rectangular form is vi-
sually floating in the sky and setting no visual 
boundary to the surrounding views. My inten-
tion is to minimize the visual boundary effect 
of the bridge within the complicated, colorful 
urban fabrics. 
The two endings of the bridge form the spaces 
housing the required access points. To rein-
force the desired effect, two endings are double 
volume clear spaces allowing escalators and el-
evators moving within. 
(2) Bridge B 
I try to focus on those Banyan trees planted along 
Luen Wan Street. From bridge A to the con-
course podium, there is a level rise of about 
9m. Together with the greenery around, I in-
tend to create the experience ofhildng in a natu-
ral environment and consider making a visual 
connection with those Banyan trees. Thus, to 
allow an 印propriate distance between the path 
and trees, a cantilevered form attaching to the 
existing facade of the KCR depot becomes the 
proposed solution. In the final design, people 
walking along the bridge can see and even touch 
those trees. Similarly to bridge A, people at 
bridge B feel also walking in the sky. 
Tubular form is finally selected for bridge B 
as it contrasts and dialogues with bridge A. In 
addition, the tubular form really decorates the 
existing dry concrete facade and loosens the 
adging effect Dof this grand structure. 
The final desgin of bridge A, a retangular truss spans 
over the Argyle Street. 
The final design of bridge B which is attaching to 
the exisiting facade of the KCR depot. 
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(3) Site A and Site B 
The building development of these two sites 
is to demonstrate an efficient integration of 
these two developments with the two bridges. 
The development in site A is a simple office 
building with its linear core sets back to the 
south for allowing more space for the integra-
tion of pedestrian circulation within. 
I put a little more thinking on building at site 
B. The building should respect to two big Baa-
yan trees and let they staying there peacefully. 
Therefore, the building will locate at the north-
em part of the site and only has site coverage 
of about 60%. The remaining site area is for 
the interface to bridge A and an open landsc耶e 
plaza for people. 
Because the building at site B contains buffer 
program, it requires daylight, views and fresh 
air. I consider the building consists of two 
wings and between which is a big atrium. Natu-
ral lighting and ventilation are enhanced within 
this void. Actually, a distant view of Banyan 
trees along Luen Wan Road is available inside 
the atrium. 
Office building at site A. The office core is set back 
to allow space for the integration for the access of 
bridge A. 
\ 努 々 f 
Building at site B. The central atrium enhances 
ventilation and views. 
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Layout Development 
I maintain that the proposed physical path from 
Argyle Street to KCR station should be direct 
and clear. Hence, the pedestrian path at bridge 
A is straight and wide and with shops aside. 
Just likes the common ground level street set-
ting but we provide people with choices. For 
bridge A, choice is given at upper level with a 




For bridge B，choices are to be selected from 
either ffast and efficient Dor Dslow and leisure • 
As illustrated, the inner path is wide enough 
and equipped with escalators but the outer one 
is simply a narrow ramp but the space is dis-
solved with the outside environment, trees and 
sky. It is interesting that peoples walking along 
two paths are in different levels, with differ-
ent paces and with different modes but cov-
ered under the same roof. However, they can 
interact with each other. 





The development of layout at the concourse podium is somehow 
straightforward. A colonnaded space is established along the edge of the 
podium and is responding to the opposite government offices. Reading on 




1. access points 
End of bridge A at Yim Po Fong Street 
End of bridge A at north of Argyle Street 
End of bridge B (modify the existing access 
to the old footbridge over the Argyle Street) 
2. bridge A 
Rectangular truss floats over the Argyle Street 
Elevation of bridge A 
The end portion of bridge A- a double volume space 
for vertical circulation 
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3. bridge B 4. structure & form 
• ；satsffi HBi^  
Elevation of bridge A - a clear indication of pedestrian flow 
from high level (KCR station) to low level by ramp and 
escalators. 
Aerial view of bridge B - the intended curvature of the cir-
cular tube. 
1 
� � r K 
Contrasting forms of bridge A and 
bridge B - freestanding rectangular 
bridge A vs. circular, tubular bridge 
B attaching to the existing KCR line. 
The view of bridge at the KCR station podium. 
The form of bridge B is more or less 
due to the requirement for a cantile-
ver attachment to the existing 
structure. 
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5. connections & integration 
The connection of bridge A with the office building 
and the community block - the integration of circu-
lation routes within building development. 
The old footbridge over the Argyle Street is wid-
ened by the integration with bridge B. The addi-
tional space can be utilized for landscaping, seat-
ing and community events. 
The penetration of escalators inside the office block. 
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elevations (not to scale) 
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Elevation of Bridge B 
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sections (not to scale) 
section 1 
section 2-2 





Steel rectangular section of bridge A 
6 4 
In order to achieve the special effect of floating, 
particular at the two ends of the bridge, two 
ends are cantilevered out from the supports. 
In this connection, additional steel rods are 
added connecting the supports with these 
portions. Also, escalators and lifts insert to this 
portions are also designed as assistance to these 
cantilever structures. 
The main problem of design a bridge struc-
ture in Mongkok is the lack of open space and 
busy road and pedestrian traffic. It means that 
material used for structural frame should be 
ease of erection and occupies less space dur-
ing construction. 
Therefore, steel is selected as material due to 
its flexibility in erection. Also, by prefabricat-
ing steel members in factory, disturbance to 
the traffic and pedestrian can be kept to 
minimum. 
Structure for Bridge A 
Bridge A requires to spaa over the Argyle Street 
and therefore locations and number points for 
transfer of loads are restricted. The span re-
quired is about 35m and the bridge is to be 
double floor high for housing required 
programs. 
Thus, a rigid frame of 9m high is proposed 
for the structure. It is composed of steel I-sec-
tions rigidly joint together. N-girder had been 
considered for its stable to lateral forces but to 
retain the visual clearance of the bridge, the 
existing rigid frame is used instead. 
SIX Special Study 
Structure and construction 
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structure for Bridge B 
Bridge B attachs to the existing KCR depot 
and the old pedestrian footbridge. However, 
along the whole length of the bridge, the por-
tion near the KCR concourse podium can not 
be supported by columns rest on ground (below 
the bridge is Luen Wan Road). 
Therefore, this portion of bridge is suspended 
by the existing columns of the KCR depot. In 
the real situation, these columns may need to 
be strengthened to withstand this extra load 
though the opacity of these columns may be 
design for future property development above 
the podium. 
The system of loading transfer is as the fol-
lowing sketches. 
The suspension system employed for bridge B 
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a) Demolition of old building at site A 
b) foundation work at site B 
c) reinforcing I additional foundation 
for the existing columns of the KCR 
depot 
Climb Formwork 
Formwork for service core 
2nd stage 
a) Fabrication of bridge A (steel 
truss) at site B 
b) foundation work at site A 
c) erection of columns on the con-
course podium 







a) Load bridge A to position 
b) Steel frame assemblage at 
the concourse podium 
c) erection of columns of the 
bridge B 
d) construction of building core 
& columns at sites A & B 
Structural steel work 
Structura l steel 
frame assemblage 
4th stage 
a) Assemblage of cantile-
vered steel units of bridge B 
b) floor slabs construction at 
sites A & B 
c) prefabricated shop units on 
factory 
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Design vs. Structure vs. Construction Method 
less disturbance to 
road traffic 
fast to construct 
enough site area for 
on site fabrication 
Big steel truss simply 
supported on two 
points 
Steel frame simply 
supported on columns 
space available for 
erection of columns 
space is not available: � 
suspension Steel work is ^ 
used instead '- t 
I ！ 
/H 
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Steel element should be �R f 
so designed for easy 









01 Outline zoning plan - Mongkok, Plan no. SI K3/13，Hong Kong 
Planning Department 
02 Traffic study of Western Kowloon, Highways Department 
03 The image of city, Kelvin Lynch 
04 The Fate of Place, A Philosophical History, Edward S. Casey 
05 Living Bridges, Edited by Peter Murray and Mary Anne Stevens 
06 Exploring the river, Seven studies for a new cross-river connec-
tion in Rotterdam, Edited by Sabine Lebesque and Oiof Koekebakker 
07 Industrialized builders handbooks, R.J. Lytle 
08 Structure system, Heino Engel 
09 Building Materials and Technology in Hong Kong, Wong Wah Sang 
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Appendices 
Site Photos 
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Photo 1 Luen Wan Street Photo 2 Site B - the existing carpark 
Photo 3 Site B viewed from high level Photo 4 - KCR concourse podium 
Photo 4 Banyan trees planted along the Luen Wan Street Photo 5 The existing old footbridge linking to KCR station 
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2. Schedule of Accomodations 
Site A 
Shop 100 sqm 
Office Lobby 150 sqm 
Services/ Circulation 1800 sqm 
Office 4000 sqm 
Total: 6050 sqm 
SiteB 
Carpark 4000 sqm 
Skating Rink 600 sqm. 





























Grand Total: 28450 sqm. 
Plot Ratio: 28450/ areas of site A + site B 
=28450/ 2200 = 13 
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ground level plan not to scale 
1. office lobby 
2. security 
3. A.H.U. room 
4. shops 
5. footbridge 
6. internet shop 
7. lobby 
8.里 ntemet cafe 
footbridge level plan not to scale 
1. office 
2. A.H.U. room 
3. landscape garden 
4. iibrary/bookstore 
5. fitness centre 
6. future link 
shops 





stage 1 issue identification 
observation 
My interest in walking initiated my thinking on my 
final year design project. I tried to observe our city 
and people walking within. 
The result of observation shows that people are al-
ways confined and restricted by urban elements such 
as road and railways during their walking activities in 
the city. Dense urban area likes a enclosed container 
inducing pressure within its volume. People inside get 
no breathing and way to escape. 
response 
The response to my observation is to create a kind of 
architecture buffering the extreme urban problem. The 
architecture is either: 
a) connecting the urban living with the suburb or 











PLEASURE OF WALKING 















KCR STATION AND THE 
CITY CENTRE 
COMPLEMENTARY AC-
TIVITIES SHOULD BE IM-
POSED TO ACT AS 
BUFFER 
stage 2 analysis 
essenses of walking 
I tried to explore the real joy of walking in an urban 
area. However, due to the established urban fabrics, 
walking pattern is confined and predictable. In order 
to enhance the experience of walking in urban area: 
three essences of walking should be achieved: a) free 
dimension, b) rest and adjustment and c) view and 
advancement. 
Mongkok 
Mongkok was selected as the district to be analysed 
further. It was found that no matter land uses, pattern 
of streets, building density and pollution issue degrade 
the pleasure of walking within. To response the 
situation，the above mentioned obstacles and bound-

































二：一 ： pool — sport hall — community college — sky tower 
.X ； 
comments and responses 
During the review, major comments from reviewers 
concerned about the content of my proposed programs. 
Up to this stage, the directions towards programming 
was still very vague. It was thought that buffer pro-
grams involve a wide range of activities and events. 
On the other hand, to work out an architecture along 
the fringe of Mongkok were appreciated by most 
reviewers. The reason is the fabrics in the core of 
Mongkok is well dissovled that does not welcome any 
substantial development and changes. 
ARCHITECTURAL INTERPRETATION 
CONNECTION TO EDGES TRANSITIONAL CHARACTERS 
landscaping spine ——bridges ——landscape park — swimming 
questions 
W h a t k i n d s o f b u f f e r 
programs? 
What is the route of walking 
in Mongkok? 
What are the target clients/ 
users 
of my project? 
C O M P L E M E N T A R Y E V E N T S O T H E R S 
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comments 
a) the development of a new 
youth complex is valid in the 
context of Mongkok. 
b) buffer area should not be 
only at nodes but also along 
the whole route of walking. 
c) the proposed programming 
direction for young people can 
not well match to my original 
concept on walking. 
Buffer & Link 
stage 3 programming 1 
considerations for programming 
It seems that at this stage I deviated from the theme of 
walking. For the consideration of complementary ac-
tivities happened in Mongkok, I employed youth ac-
tivities as generator. The reality was the separation 
of my two themes: connection and buffer. My point at 
that time considered buffer areas as nodes to the whole 
walking path defined and my task was to develop the 
architecture for the nodes. 
outcome 
This first option consists a bridge-like connector link-
ing to the KCR station and the existing Queen Eliza-
beth Auditorium. My focus was to alternate the old 
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This review pushed me further on the direction of 
considering both walking experience (a link)and buffer 
programs as equally important concepts. Actually, I 
could not find a way to unify this two ideas into a 
logical statement as my main idea 
I I - - -
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directions 
CONNECTION CAN BE 
LIVED WITH EVENTS 
WALKING IS ONE OF THE 
COMPLEMENTARY AC-
TIVITIES AND IT SHOULD 
MIXED WITH OTHERS AS 
A WHOLE. 
Living Link 
stage 4 programming 2 
modification 
I modified the first option so as to allow more events 
happened and enhance experience along the walking 
route. The revised option displayed a complicated 
functions along the route but the case was still the 
mixture of nodes and paths. 
The focus on youth activities still confined my devel-
opment on the programming of a new walking 
experience. 
comments 
The normal comment received was that the programme 
is a mixtures of activities linked up by footbridges, i. 
e. my concept of separating the walking path with the 
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stage 5 design 2 
modification 
There was a significant change to the programs of my 
project but I did not find I changed my original con-
cept of walking, or in particular, living link. 
I made up my mind in this stage to put the journey of 
walking as the generator to the whole project. Buffer 
programs become elements of the proposed living link 
,i .e. this project would not be an architecture for a 
particular function but an ideal environment for 
walking. 
the design 
The direction of creating bridges with events inside 
appeared. Also, the first option is twin rectangular 
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comments 
Very strong criticisms on my 
programmatic changes from a 
youth centre to bridges design. 
I still insisted that this change, 
after the thinking during term 
break, returned to the right 
track on my original concept. 
I also received comment that 
I should focuse more on the 
link itself instead of distracted 
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modification of programs 
More focus was paid on the programs along the links. 
Also, buffer programs locate at nodes of the proposed 
links and it is no longer to concentrate to one kind of 
buffer program but instead, to select programs as 




stage 6 design 2 
form and function 
Because the proposed route of the link and the buffer 
programs had been finalised. In this stage, I tried to 
explore the form of the proposed links. However) the 
form was finalised only with the introduction to the 





The development under this stage was the fmalisation 
of form to two bridges with two contrasting forms: 
one rectangular and one circular in section. 
Under this stage, the logic of structure of the links and 
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the design (contEfl) 
In addition, detail study of layout of the two buildings 
and their integration with bridges were carried out in 
this stage. 
In the course of the above mentioned study, special 
study on the construction and structure of bridges were 




. 室 . 
Summary of the design process 
a) The project was initiated by the study of people C§ walking in urban 
area. 
b) Problems of walking in dense district were identified. 
c) Essences of walking were defined and the desired environment for 
walking was thus requested. 
d) The concept of living link was formulated. It consist of an efficient 
link and desired buffer programs. 
e) The main concept was deviated while I was focused more on buffer 
programs: focus on youth programs instead for the sake of walking 
excperience. 
f) Returned to the main direction and come with the first option of 
link bridges design: twin rectangular bridges. 
g) Programs of the project was finalized. 
h) Fine tunning the design form by detail consideration of structural 
system and layout design: two bridges with contrasting sections. 
i) Building services systems，elevation study and final detail layout, 
j) Structural detailing and construction study. 
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